LIBRISFILMS AND BAYA FILMS PRESENT

2 HARRAGAS

A FILM BY MERZAK ALLOUACHE
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“fé‘mtﬁh of-the mmue fake;:ﬁi:e' "'Harragas follows orrTroTif_my other — Aﬂer that wull-tome La Marche,
' —-—-—on aboatoutat sea, \m‘needed'ali— =~films about Algerian youth, their

y mobile crew.

—__difficulties, doubts and hopes fora -

I chose to-shoot another major — better ifée—

part.of my film on-the beaches

— of Mostaganem, from where
_*"hurners_h:eg rly set off in the{r

attemptto-reach Spain:l-also did
my first audition with the young-

«.actors’of the-local theatre. Most of

the cast comes from the region.

This film is another step-in-my

reflections on the strange love-hate

relationship between Algeria-and

France: And on the phenomenon of

immigration, which continues to
grow in Algeria even though it is
an oil-rich country,, .. — ==

.-‘._-__—

-——Hu&tﬁhnt afilm durmg Tﬁ'“eJ?an- =

African Festival-in Algiers, whose
—subject once more-isAlgeria’s

~youth.-it’s the"story of a group of
young stage-actors, desperate for
happiness and new experiences

. and-ereations, but who run into the
daily_problem of the slow-moving,
omnipresent bureaucracy and
a limited arts policy.

tobe shotin-France.=

The film deals with-the relatively
__unknown “Arab-March” of 1983,
— through-which-second-generation-

immigrants tried to peacefully

protest'a wave of hate crimes,
while making a plea for
cultural equality.

' Th_e_ march was organized by

a-group-of young-men inthe —

Minguettes housing project in Lyon,

involved walking around the whole
of France and concluded with a-
massive demonstration in Paris:
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BORN IN ALGIERS, MERZAK ALLOUACHE GRADUATED FROM IDHEG-FiLM SCHOOL IN-PARIS IN 1967. IN 1976, HE SHOT HIS FIRST-FEATURE, OMAR
| GATLATO, WHICH SCREENED IN THE-DIRECTORS* FORTNIGHT SIDEBAR.OF THE CANNES FESTIVAL. HIS SECOND MOVIE, LES AVENTURES D'UN-
HEROS (1977) WAS AWARDED THE GOLDEN THANIT AT THE CARTHAGE FILM FESTIVAL. UN AMOUR A PARIS WON THE «PERSPECTIVES DU CINEMA™
f FRANCAIS» PRIZE AT THE. CANNES FESTIVAL. AFTER BAB-EL-OUED CITY (1986), WHICH WON THE INTERNATIONAL CRITICS’ PRIZE AT CANNES AND
" THE GRAND PRIX INSTITUT DU'MONDE ARABE AT THE 2'° FESTIVAL OF ARAB CINEMA IN PARIS, IT BECAME TEMPORARILY IMPOSSIBLE FOR MERZAK
ALLOUACHE TO RETURN TO ALGERIA. HE THEN SHOT SALUT COUSIN, “AS A BREATHING SPACE, BRINGING THE COMEDY OUT OF THE UNDERLYING
DRAMA” AS HE SAYS, FOR HE IS DEEPLY AWARE OF “THE INCREDIBLE DISTANCE THAT SEPARATES BROTHERS LIVING ON OPPOSITE SIDES OF THE
MEDITERRANEAN:” SALUT COUSIN WAS SHOWN AT MANY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVALS AND WON, AMONG OTHER AWARDS, THE ARAB CRITICS’
~PRIZE AT DIRECTORS” FORTNIGHT IN. CANNES IN 1996. CHOUCHOU, WAS RELEASED IN 2003 AND BECAME A MAJOR COMMERCIAL SUCCESS.
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